
VISITING SPEAKERS TO BWS SIXTH FORM 2018-19 

Claire Perry, MP for Devizes and Minister of 
State for Energy and Clean Growth was the 
keynote speaker at the Year 12 Citizenship 

Conference in October 2018 
   

  

The Alumni Talk was delivered by Major 
General Patrick Cordingley OBE DSO FRGS in 

March 2019 

Dan Cheeseman, OW, RN Chief Technology 
Officer delivered the September Head Master’s 

Lecture 

  

  

Chloe Fox, Vogue Features Writer and celebrity 
interviewer visited in November to give the 

second Head Master’s Lecture 

Richard Browning, Founder & Chief Test Pilot of 
Gravity Industries ltd, delivered the December 
Head Master’s Lecture, as well as the annual 

ImechE Lecture 

  

   

The January Head Master’s Lecture was given 
by John Lewis, General Secretary of the Society 

of Antiquaries 

Alan Ponsford, the Design Director at 
Capoco.co.uk visited in March to deliver the fifth 

Head Master’s Lecture, focusing on the challenges 
of climate change 

  

 

The April Head Master’s Lecture featured Drs 
Duncan Murray and Martin Cook, sharing their 
perspectives on intensive care and anaesthetics 

Dr Richard Penny from Southampton 
University ran an EPQ workshop for Year 12 

students 

 



 

Dr Andrew Bell, Senior Tutor at University 
College, Oxford spoke in February to 

students and parents interested in applying 
to Oxbridge 

Jonny Rich, Founder of Push –  The Ruthlessly 
Independent Guide to UK Universities – spoke 

at the February HE Conference about  
“Choosing without a pin” 

 

 

Damon O’Brien of ABP mer delivered a talk 
to the Geography Society on Oceanography 

in December 

Tom Wilson of Amnesty International spoke to 
Year 12 about Human Rights and Amnesty’s 

campaigning work in May 2019 

  

    

Sir Geoffrey Owen delivered a talk to the 
Economics Society in December on “What’s 

gone wrong with global capitalism: Reflections 
on Trump, Corbyn and Brexit”   Sir Geoffrey was 
the Head of Industrial Policy at Policy Exchange 
and also a Former Editor of the Financial Times. 

Lord Bernard Ribeiro, former President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, spoke to the 

Politics Society about the work of  
the House of Lords and Health policy 

 

    

Jamie Capp, OW of WA consultants spoke 
to a Politics Society meeting on his work in 

public affairs consultancy and lobbying 

Guy Wilkinson, Chair of Salisbury for Europe 
spoke at Politics Society about Brexit and the 
People’s Vote Campaign, and co-led the visit 

to Brussels by Year 13 Politics students in 
October 

   

  

Dr Irene Fernandez-Molina, University of 
Exeter spoke to a Politics Society meeting 

on the EU’s external relations with the 
Middle East and Northern Africa 
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Clare Moody MEP spoke to a Politics Society 
meeting on the work of the European 

Parliament, following from the welcome she 
gave to the Year 13 Politics students who 

visited Brussels in October.  Clare also spoke 
at the May European Election hustings.  

    

Cara Charles Barks, CEO of the Salisbury 
NHS Trust spoke at a joint Politics Society 
and Young Medics meeting about health 

policy and responding to Novichok 

Prof Justin Fisher, Head of Politics at Brunel, 
University of London, spoke to a Politics 

Society meeting on elections and 
campaigning 

   

 

 

Lord Andrew Adonis (Cabinet Minister 
under Blair and Brown) spoke at Politics 

Society on trying to stop Brexit and 
education policy 

Dr Sarah Childs, Birkbeck College, University 
of London) spoke to a Politics Society meeting 

on the role of women in politics and 
Parliament 

  

   

Dr Alan Whitehead, Labour MP and Shadow 
Energy Minister spoke to a Politics Society 

meeting in June on climate policy 

Faye Purbrick spoke as the Conservative 
candidate at the Politics Society May EU 

election hustings 

     

   

Eleanor Rylance spoke as the Liberal 
Democrat candidate at the Politics Society 

May EU election hustings 
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Ann Tarr spoke as the Politics Society Brexit 
Party candidate at the May EU election 

hustings 

      

      

Martin Dimery spoke as the Green Party 
candidate at the Politics Society May EU 

election hustings 

Jim Godfrey spoke as the Change UK - The 
Independent Group candidate at the Politics 

Society May EU election hustings 

    

    

Dr Fran Amery of the University of Bath 
spoke to Politics students in Activities Week 

about political ideologies 

 
Molly Scott Cato, Green MEP for the South West 

welcomed Politics students to the European 
Parliament when they visited Brussels in October 

      

  

Julie Girling, Independent MEP for the South 
West spoke to Year 13 Politics students when 

they visited Brussels in October 

Dr Nicholas Weir of Southampton Hospital 
spoke to Young Medics about Neurology 

  

  

Dr Will Ibbotson, OW of the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service in Australia visited Young 
Medics to talk about his career and work 

Dr Hazel Everitt, Associate Professor in GP 
primary care and population sciences spoke 

to Young Medics 
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Dr Andrew Curry, Consultant in Adult and 
Paediatric cardiac anaesthesia visited to 

speak to Young Medics 
 

Dr Rachel Ware spoke to Young Medics on 
‘The Role of the GMC in the Medical 

Community’ 

    

  

Dr Chris Jeppesen from Cambridge University 
spoke to the History Society on post-war 

education in Britain 

Professor Helen Nicholson from Cardiff University 
visited the History Society to speak on the military 

orders during the crusades 

     

  

Dr Valentina Arena from University College 
London spoke to the History Society on the 

Roman Republic 

Dr Amber Gartrell from St John’s College, Oxford 
University visited the History Society to speak on 

the imperial succession in the Roman Empire 

  

  

Dr Thomas Marsden from Brasenose College, 
Oxford University spoke to the History Society 

on the nature of Tsardom in Russia 

Stephen Bennett of Rathbones visited several 
times to run workshops on financial awareness 

and career options with Year 12 students 

  

    

His Honour Judge Nigel Brookes spoke to Year 
12 students in March about the Law and how 

the Justice system works 



Professor Jeremy Frey, Professor of Physical 
Chemistry and the Head of the Computational 

Systems Group at the University of Southampton 
delivered a BAYS talk on ‘The interplay of 

experiment, theory and computation in modern 
Chemistry’   

  

Katy Turner, Senior Lecturer in Veterinary 
Infectious Disease at Bristol Vet and Medical 

School spoke at BAYS on ‘ Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) in bacteria - what is it  and 

what can we do about it?’ 

Dr Mithila Achintha PhD, MIStructE, CEng, FHEA 
visited from the University of Southampton to 

speak to BAYS on ‘Structural Engineering’ 

  

   

Neil Ferguson, Senior Lecturer in Structural 
Dynamics at the University of Southampton 

delivered a BAYS talk: ‘From mathematician to 
engineer: a personal journey from trains to 

brains!’ 

Squadron Leader Aidy Woolven, RAF Flight Test 
Engineer Boscombe Down spoke at BAYS on ‘How 

to design an aircraft’ 

 

    

Dr Ben Siggers, Consultant anaesthetist in 
Salisbury visited BAYS to speak on ‘Critical Care 

by Land, Sea and Air’ 

Dr Darren Bradshaw, University of Southampton 
spoke at BAYS on 'Frontiers of coordination 

nanospace: from crystal sponges to sustainability' 

  

   

Prof David Simpson, Professor of Biomedical 
Signal Processing at Southampton University 
spoke to BAYS on  ‘Biomedical engineering 

provides a stimulating mix of 'hard' science and 
engineering with the excitement of 

understanding biology better and the 
motivation to help patients’ 

Professor David Waltham, Professor of 
Geophysics at Royal Holloway, University of 

London visited BAYS to speak on ‘Is the Earth 
Special?’ 

  



  

Professor Graham Packham, Professor of 
Molecular Oncology at the University of 

Southampton spoke at BAYS on ‘Researching 
blood cell cancers and the development of new 

drugs to treat these diseases.’ 

Chris Loader, the Area Sexual Health lead nurse 
visited regularly to run eight workshops on sexual 

health and wellbeing for sixth form students 

 

     

Jenny Shelton of the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology, and of Imperial College London, 

spoke at the STEM Conference on Antimicrobial 
Resistance 

John Lincoln of the Photonics Leadeship Group 
spoke at the STEM Conference on “Lazer 

Technology And Driverless Cars” 

  

  

Jan De Jonge of People Business Psychology Ltd 
attended the STEM Conference and led a 

Psychology workshop 

David Kness of Rathbones spoke at the STEM 
Conference on Investment Banking 

 

 

Adrian Baker of dstl attended the STEM 
Conference and led a workshop on 

oceanography 

Lascar Electronics represented the field of 
Electrical Engineering at the STEM Conference 

 

  

Mike Lyons spoke at the STEM Conference on 
Architecture 



Audrey Stevenson, Operations Maintenance 
Manager at Boeing Defence UK spoke on 

Aerospace Engineering at the STEM Conference 

  

  

Esther Gordon-Smith on Highways England 
spoke at the STEM Conference on Civil 

Engineering 

Professor Steve Alty of Royal Holloway, University 
of London visited the Young Engineers to run an 

Electrical Engineering workshop in October 

  

   

Dr Neil Ferguson spoke to Young Engineers 
about Acoustics Engineering & Mechanical 

Engineering in December 

Lascar Electronics visited the Young Engineers in 
December to run a hands-on workshop in 

December 

 

   

Henry Grist, OW, Tax Adviser at Smith and 
Williamson spoke to Year 12 students about 

apprenticeship opportunities 

Professor Llewellyn Morgan of Brasenose 
College, Oxford spoke to Classicists in 

November 

 

 

Y13 Spanish students enjoyed a Flamenco 
session with Andrew Spence in November 

The RAP project visited in January when Alison 
Harvey spoke to all Year 12 students on issues of 

sexual consent and wellbeing 

   

http://therapproject.co.uk/


  

In October Karen Linaker of Wiltshire Council 
spoke to Sixth Form Assembly about the 
County’s Syrian Refugee Resettlement 

programme 

Councillor Matthew Dean, Leader of Salisbury City 
Council ran a Leader’s Question Time in 
November during a Sixth Form assembly 

   

 

The Anthony Nolan Trust visited a December 
Sixth Form Assembly to inspire students to 

register as bone marrow donors 

Robert Streatfeild of the Samaritans worked 
with Year 12 as part of the Enrichment 

programme 
 

 

Dick Moore ran a workshop on Mental 
Health Issues for all Year 12 students in July 

Dr Aric Sigman visited to speak to Year 12 on 
“The Facts About Alcohol & Drugs” 

 

 

The National Citizenship Service spoke at 
the Year 12 Citizenship Day, encouraging 
students to consider committing to NCS 

over the summer 

PC Alan Cromwell, Wiltshire Police worked 
with Year 12 as part of the Enrichment 

programme 
 

 

 

Simon Vaughan spoke to a Sixth Form 
Assembly about the continuing human 

impact of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, 
and the work of Belarussian Victims of 

Chernobyl charity, which is based in 
Wiltshire 
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Wiltshire Motiv8 delivered a drugs education 
talk in Sixth Form Assembly 

 

 

All of Year 13 attended the Wiltshire Fire 
and Rescue Service’s Safe Drive 

Presentation in October 

Denis Twomey, Justice of the Peace, worked 
with Year 12 as part of the Enrichment 

programme 

 

 

Tom Warner, OW, Assistant Tax Manager at 
Smith & Williamson LLP spoke about 

careers in financial services 

Martyn Royle, OW, Associate in Public Sector 
Audit at Grant Thornton spoke to Year 12 

students about Finance sector 
apprenticeships 

  

   

Torin Johansen, OW of JP Morgan visited to 
speak to Year 12 students about Finance 

sector apprenticeship opportunities 

Robbie Pickles, Head of Admissions at the 
University of Bath spoke to Year 12 students at 
the HE Conference in February 

   

  

Adam Stockley, Lancaster University Schools 
Officer visited to speak to Year 12 students 

Greg Salmon of the University of Exeter spoke 
to Year 12 about Degree Apprenticeships 
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N.B. BAYS is the BWS branch of the British Association of Young Scientists.  The History 
Society, Young Medics, Young Engineers and the Politics Society are entirely run by 

students, who identify the topics and speakers that they would be most interested in 
hearing and then make contact themselves to invite leading academics and politicians to 

visit BWS. 
 


